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“Obviously we cannot say that other items of the same type will have the same problem, or that a different 

method of cleaning may have had a more satisfactory result, because this was not tested, but we advise cau-

tion and that you carry out your own test if you are going to clean this type of garment." 

 

 

Hobbs Dress with Risk of 
Colour Migration 
This dress, by a well known brand and 
made in China raised a concern with a 
member who carried out a simple rub test 
with a sample of cloth soaked in the solvent 
perchloroethylene. You can see the result 
bottom right. Not wishing to damage a val-
ued customer’s dress contact was made 
with Hobbs who up to the time of issue of 
this warning have failed to understand the 
problem. 
We also sent an email to Hobbs from the 
Guild trying to reach some understanding 
of why they were ignoring both the cus-
tomer and the dry cleaner but this seems 
also to have reached their junk files. 

In cases of colour run it is sometimes possible to 
correct the fault by treating the area with a 50/50 
mixture of standard pre spotter with your normal 
DC detergent. It should then flush out in a wash 
and rinse in distilled solvent.                                
The problem is as many cleaners know that the 
cloth producers are not flushing out the excess 
dye these days after their manufacturing fabric 

process.   


